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wonte  #reettng£ 


At  this  joyous  Christmas  Season,  each  of  us  extends  to  each  of  you 
our  heartfelt  appreciation  for  the  many  kindnesses  which  you  have  shown 
us  during  this  past  year.  We  are  thankful  for  many  blessings,  numbered 
among  the  first  of  them  are  you  wonderful  friends,  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  true  meaning  of  the  word.  May  our  Heavenly  Father's  richest  bless- 
ings be  yours  this  coming  year  through  greater  love  and  devotion  to  our 
Saviour.  As  we  celebrate  His  birthday,  may  we  do  so  with  gratitude  for 
His  life  and  His  teachings  through  which  we  have  hope  for  eternal  life. 

With  love  and  appreciation. 
Sincerely  your  brother  and  sisters. 
President   and   Sister    Howard   C.    Badger. 
Carla,   and  Lisa. 
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CHRISTMAS  FEATURE 

The     Birth     of     Christ 

by  Sister  Eleanor  Badger 

PT^HINKING  of  that  most  special  night  in  Bethlehem  so  many  years  ago, 
-*•  we  sometimes  like  to  picture  in  our  minds  the  occasion  and  its  im- 
pact upon  the  world. 

As  we  think  of  joyous  motherhood  in  its  highest  form  our  thoughts 
turn  to  the  sweet  young  Mary  as  she  humbly  journeyed  on  the  back  of 
the  lowly  donkey,  obeying  the  law  of  the  land  in  returning  to  her  place 
of  birth.  We  think  of  her  discomfort;  we  think  of  her  aloneness  as  she 
left  those  who  would  care  for  her;  we  think  of  the  queenly  serenity  as 
she  uncomplainingly  faced  motherhood  in  a  city  of  strangers  —  and  in  a 
stable.  We  reflect  on  the  nobleness  of  Joseph,  his  concern  for  her,  his 
tenderness  and  care,  and  the  hurt  it  must  have  given  his  soul  to  have  to 
bring  this  queen  to  a  stable  to  lay  her  weary  head. 

And  then  we  think  of  the  silence  and  peace  of  the  birth  of  the  Saviour 
of  us  all.  No  earthly  trumpets  heralded  the  glad  message;  no  banners  were 
flown  nor  parades  marched  to  welcome  the  King.  But  the  heavens  were 
opened  for  God's  angels  to  show  themselves  to  the  humble  shepherds.  And 
a  quiet  star  pointed  to  the  place  for  those  who  sought  him.  We  think  of 
the  peace  in  the  heart  of  a  young  mother  as  she  cradled  the  tiny  Prince 
of  Peace  in  her  arms  and  how  she  must  have  thanked  God  for  the  glorious 
gift  of  motherhood. 

As  the  months  and  years  went  by,  she  knew  the  joys  of  watching  her 
blessed  boy  grow  and  "wax  strong",  and  she  was  the  recipient  of  his 
consideration  and  iove. 

In  time,  it  must  not  have  been  easy  for  Mary  to  be  known  as  the 
mother  of  him  who  claimed  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  As  he  made  claim  to 
his  mission  and  made  his  purpose  known,  few  could  believe  or  understand. 
There  were  many  to  harrass,  to  mock,  to  ridicule,  to  misunderstand.  Along 
with  her  precious  son,  Mary  must  have  borne  the  heartaches  and  the  abuse 
that  were  heaped  upon  him.  It  isn't  likely  that  her  life  was  an  easy  one. 
She  must  have  known  bitter  rejection  too. 

Yet  as  a  mother  her  love  followed  him  unceasingly.  The  epitomy  of 
his  love  for  her  was  demonstrated  by  some  of  his  final  words  on  the  cross 
as  he  requested  John  to  take  care  of  his  beloved  mother. 

She  is  the  example  to  women  everywhere  of  the  dignity  of  motherhood. 
Her  loyalty  to  a  rejected  and  abused  son  reminds  us  of  the  heavenly 
calling  of  women  to  love  and  care  for  their  offspring  through  all  life's 
experiences. 

At  this  Christmas  time,  as  we  remember  him,  let  us  recall  his  love  and 
appreciation  for  the  woman  who  brought  him  into  the  world  and  who 
cared  for  him  when  others  couldn't  understand.  May  his  example  stand  as 
a  reminder  to  us  to  honour  and  dignify  the  position  of  "mother"  in  the 
world. 

"...  theu      presented     unto      him      gifts;      gold, 
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CHRISTMAS  FEATURE 


Resurrection     of     Christ 


X\THAT  other  season  is  so  happy  as  Christmas?  We  all  love  birthdays. 
*  '    Perhaps  that  is  why  we  love  all  the  more  that  day  and  that  season 
of  the  year  when,  we  celebrate  the  birthday  of  our  Lord. 

As  we  give  gifts  to  one  another,  and  as  we  gather  with  loved  ones  and 
friends  and  enjoy  each  other's  association,  may  we  resolve  to  keep  the 
true  spirit  of  Christmas  in  our  lives  now  and  throughout  the  coming  year. 

Each  of  us  has  much  for  which  to  be  thankful.  A  recent  editorial  in 
the  Church  News  had  this  to  say:  "Our  gratitude  belongs  to  God,  giver 
of  all  things.  Let  us  give  to  him  our  full  appreciation  for  all  we  have  and 
are."  How  true  this  is.  As  we  receive  gifts,  let  us  show  gratitude  to  the 
giver.  Even  more,  let  us  show  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  blessings,  and 
to  His  Son  who  gave  the  most  priceless  gift  of  all  —  the  gift  of  his  life 
in  our  behalf  that  we  might  dwell  with  Him  and  with  God.  This,  the  highest 
of  all  gifts,  is  a  conditional  one,  in  so  far  as  reaching  the  highest  goal  is 
concerned  —  conditioned  upon  how  well  we  observe  His  teaching,  "If  ye 
love  me,  keep  my  commandments." 

The  birth  of  our  Lord  was  heralded  with  such  great  joy  that  the 
heavens  opened,  and  for  a  short  while  the  heavenly  hosts  sang  songs  of 
praise  which  were  heard  and  some  of  the  words  remembered  by  humble 
but  righteous  shepherds.  To  have  received  such  a  great  blessing  as  to 
hear  a  heavenly  choir  and  to  have  the  birth  of  Christ  declared  unto  them, 
have  you  thought  how  truly  great  these  people  must  have  been  in  the  sight 
of  God. 

The  significance  of  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  can  be  appreciated  better 
when  we  view  him  in  those  last  days  of  his  life-  Then  it  was,  that  he 
faced  what  he  had  come  to  earth  to  do.  He  dreaded  that  awful  experience. 
His  willingness  to  suffer  for  us,  to  acomplish  for  us  what  no  one  else  could 
do,  his  ability  to  cancel  this  contract  if  he  desired.  Still  his  willingness  .o 
give  his  life  in  our  behalf,  will  stand  forever  as  a  testament  to  his  character 
and  his  love  for  us,  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  makes  his  life,  his  teachings,  and  the  birth 
of  Jesus  Christ  more  meaningful.  He  thereby  completed  the  great  work 
entrusted  to  him  by  our  Father.  Since  he  lives,  we  know  that  we  also  shall 
live.  Since  he  has  returned  to  the  presence  of  His  Father  and  our  Father, 
we  know  that  even  this  will  be  our  true  blessing  if  we  live  to  merit  it. 
To  do  so,  we  must  keep  the  true  spirit  of  Christmas,  the  love  of  doing 
good  to  one  another  and  loving  God  with  all  our  heart,  might,  mind,  and 
strength.  As  we  do  this;  as  we  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves,  then  will 
we  show  that  we  too  are  looking  forward  to  the  blessed  time  when  we 
can  be  eternally  with  loved  ones,  with  our  Creator,  with  our  Elder  Brother. 
May  the  "peace  which  passeth  understanding"  abide  with  you  now  and  in 
your  coming  lives. 

With  love  and  appreciation, 

President  Howard  C.  Badger. 


and     frankincense,      and      myrrh. 

******** 
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A     Special     Feeling 


by  Carla  Badger 

CHRISTMAS  is  a  very  special  day.  But  it's  not  only  a  special  day,  it's 
a    special    feeling,   the   feeling   of  warmth,   happiness,   excitement,  joy 
and  mcst  important  of  all,  love. 

Warmth  is  an  easy  word  to  define.  It's  the  radiation  from  a  green 
Christmas  tree  glazed  in  glowing  lights  and  topped  with  a  golden  star. 
It's  the  glow  given,  off  by  smiling  faces  of  family  and  friends. 

Happiness.  The  dictionary  defines  happiness  as  "a  feeling  of  con- 
tentment." To  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  life  and  to  enjoy  it,  equals  happi- 
ness. 

Excitement!  What  is  more  rewarding  than  to  see  a  child's  face  light 
up  excitedly  as  he  opens  the  present  you  gave  him?  You  feel  you've  either 
got  to  laugh  or  cry  or  explode  with  excited  delight. 

Joy  and  happiness  walk  hand  in  hand;  joy  is  a  very  emotional  type 
of  happiness.  It  is  not  only  a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  but  enjoyment  and 
peace  of  life  at  its  fullest. 

Now  we  come  to  the  most  important  yet  one  of  the  most  undefinable 
words,  LOVE.  Out  of  all  the  literary  geniuses,  each  seems  to  have  a 
different  definition  of  love.  But  they  all  seem  to  agree  that  love  is  essential. 
For  example,  Jerrold  called  love,  "a  beautiful  necessity  of  life,"  Sir  W. 
Temple;  "the  greatest  pleasure  of  life,"  and  Schiller  called  love,  "the 
happiness  of  the  world." 

What  is  love?  Joan  Walsh  Anglund  defines  love  as,  "a  special  way  of 
feeling."  But  it's  a  feeling  that  must  be  learned,  and  no  one  can  teach 
love  better  than  a  child.  It's  because  a  child  devotes  such  a  great  deal  of 
his  love  to  others.  A  chi'd  can  look  into  your  eyes  and  melt  your  heart;  he 
can  cuddle  a  baby  in  his  arms  with  a  mothers  tenderness;  he  can  give  a 
Christmas  gift  more  unselfishly  than  many  adults;  he  can  tell  the  story  of 
the  first  Christmas  in  his  own  simple,  sincere  way  and  make  the  strongest 
man,  weep.  Nothing  is  more  beautiful  than  a  child's  prayer,  containing 
four  little  words,  "Jesus  I  love  You." 

There  is  no  better  time,  in  my  opinion,  than  Christmas  to  open  our 
hearts  and  love  the  way  a  child  loves.  Let's  take  time  this  Christmas  to 
explore  those  nearly  forgotten  passages  of  childhood.  The  passages  that 
hold  God's  greatest  earthly  treasure  —  LOVE.  When  we've  found  our 
treasure  let's  keep  it  close  to  our  hearts  for  the  rest  of  our  lives. 
LOVE 

II  Corinthians  7:4. 

Great  is  my  boldness  of  speech  toward  you.  great  is  my  glorying  of 
you:  I  am  filled  with  comfort,  I  am  exceedingly  joyful  in  all  our  tribulation. 

John  13:  34-35. 

A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you.  That  ye  love  one  another;  as 
I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another. 

By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love 
one  to  another. 

********* 

vUe       love      htm,       because      lie      first       loved      us 
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by  President  and  Sister  Douglas  Hulbert 

TT  all  started  many  years  ago.  When  we  first  joined  the  church,  we  heard 
■*-  about  the  Temple  and  the  ordinances  performed  therein. 

When  we  first  joined  the  church  there  wasn't  much  of  a  desire  in  our 
hearts  to  obey  this  commandment  which  God  has  given  unto  us  to  attend 
the  Temple.  We  felt  that  being  so  far  away  we  wouldn't  make  it  anyway. 
It  was  only  in  the  more  recent  years  that  it  was  brought  home  to  our 
minds  that  it  was  something  the  Lord  expected  us  to  do,  so  we  made 
provision  to  go  in  about  1970. 

About  a  year  ago  we  were  in  conversation  with  one  of  our  spiritual 
leaders.  It  was  more  than  a  conversation,  it  became  a  little  heated.  He 
asked  us  when  we  were  going  to  the  Temple  and  we  told  him  we  had 
planned  to  go  in  1970.  We  had  made  all  our  financial  arrangements  and 
we  had  other  things  to  do  in  the  meantime.  But,  he  pointed  out  that  as 
soon  as  we  had  the  means  we  should  go  to  the  Temple  and  after  that  we 
would  receive  numerous  blessings.  But  we  were  rather  adamant.  We  had 
made  our  plans  and  we  had  the  faith  that  the  Lord  would  spare  us  and 
our  family  until  a  financial  plan  could  be  worked  out.  Nevertheless,  this 
must  have  worked  on  our  minds.  It  wasn't  long  before  we  started  thinking 
in  positive  terms  of  going  to  the  Temple  before  1970.  It  was  a  fact  that 
we  had  on  the  drawing  board  a  beautiful  home  which  we  intended  to 
build.  In  spite  of  our  constant  prayers  that  we  should  be  able  to  build 
this  home,  we  simply  could  get  no  further.  It  seemed  that  we  had  to  do 
something  else.  And  from  out  of  the  blue  we  decided  we  should  go  to  the 
Temple  before  building  our  home.  So  plans  started  to  form  in  our  minds 
for  the  trip. 

We  worked  hard  morning,  noon  and  night  to  raise  the  money.  Add 
this  to  the  Lord's  work  and  you  will  realize  how  very  busy  we  were.  Of 
course,  when  we  first  started  working  and  saving  our  money  it  was  intended 
for  our  home.  But  the  R2.000.00  or  more  that  was  required  for  the  trip 
was  easily  saved  once  we  had  decided  that  we  were  going  to  use  it  for  ^ 
trip  to  the  London  Temple. 

Since  coming  home  we  have  often  expressed  the  thought  that  as  we 
took  off  from  Jan  Smuts  Airport,  we  felt  we  were  flying  into  heaven.  Well 
this  is  partially  true,  because  on  arriving  at  the  Temple  we  certainly  found 
it  to  be  a  portion  of  heaven  indeed.  The  wonderful  spirit  which  prevails 
within  those  walls  is  not  to  be  exceeded  anywhere  in  this  world. 

We  have  obeyed  a  commandment  of  God  and  the  peace  of  mind  which 
we  have  in  our  hearts  is  beyond  expression.  We  now  have  a  different  out- 
look on  life.   We  feel  at  ease,  to  continue  with  our  daily  duties.  Those 
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things  which  were  eclipsed  by  the  nag  that  we  had  to  go  to  the  Temple, 
seem  to  be  rather  important  again  and  the  smaller  things  of  life  take  on  a 
new  significance. 

We  are  especially  grateful  Jo  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  way  in 
which  He  blessed  us.  Raising  the  R2,000.00  was  the  biggest  obstacle,  but 
having  the  need,  the  desire,  and  the  strength  to  work,  our  Heavenly  Father 
gave  us  extra  work  whereby  we  earned  more  than  we  needed. 

As  a  closing  thought  to  the  Saints  of  South  Africa,  we  feel  to  admonish 
you  to  put  your  Temple  trip  first  in  your  financial  arrangements.  The  Lord 
promises  you  and  we  also  give  you  the  same  promise,  through  the  ex- 
perience which  we  have  had  that  you  will  receive  blessings  which  will 
change  your  life,  will  change  your  outlook  on  life,  will  give  you  more 
peace  of  mind  and  more  to  strive  for.  Do  this  and  we  know  that  as  in  our 
lives,  you  will  receive  the  joy  which  we  are  now  experiencing  at  this  time. 
To  be  more  direct,  the  Lord  expects  it  of  you.  The  Brother  with  whom 
we  were  annoyed,  is  now  one  of  our  best  friends  because  he  gave  us  the 
extra  push  and  now  we  can  thank  him  for  telling  us  what  should  be  done 
instead  of  what  we  wanted  to  do  in  the  beginning. 

We  heard  many  times  from  the  Temple  authorities  that  the  Church 
prepares  us  not  for  Celestial  glory,  but  for  the  Temple,  and  only  in  the 
Temple  are  we  prepared  for  Celestial  glory.  This  is  worth  thinking  about, 
isn't  it? 


FUTURE    ARTICLES 

OFTEN  times  there  are  many  interesting  things  that  happen  to  members 
that  we  never  hear  about  in  the  CSM  office.  A  great  deal  of  the  time 
the  Branch  reporter  will  report  the  highlights  of  the  month  and  if  they 
don't  happen  to  hear  about  or  knwow  about  a  special  occurrence  to  a  par- 
ticular person  or  group  of  persons  it  just  never  gets  noticed  in  the  CSM. 
During  the  coming  year  we  would  like  each  of  you  to  make  a  special  effort 
to  notify  your  branch  correspondent  of  anything  worthy  of  printing  in  the 
CSM.  If  you  do  not  live  in  a  branch  where  there  is  a  correspondent  please 
take  the  time  to  write  a  short  article  and  send  it  to  the  Mission  Home  so 
there  can  be  a  note  made  of  it  in  the  next  issue  of  the  CSM. 

On  behalf  of  the  two  previous  Associate  Editors  and  myself,  I  would 
like  to  wish  all  of  our  readers,  and  brousers,  a  very  Merry  Christmas  and 
the  most  prosperous  New  Year. 


Have    You    Ordered 

Your    Extra    CSM    Subscription 

for   Christmas? 
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KERSFEES  GELAATSTREK 


Kersfees    'n    Tyd    vir    Bepelnsing 


deur  Barry  Hornabrook  van,  Krugersdorp 

TAIE  jaar  1967  is  bykans  verstreke  en,  die  tyd  het  aangebreek  dat  ons 
-■-^weereens  'n  terugblik  moet  werp  op  die  maande  wat  verby  is.  On- 
willekeurig  dink  ons  terug  aan  mylbakens  wat  bereik  is  —  daardie  voor- 
nemens  van  verlede  jaar  wat  ons  in  die  afgelope  jaar  ten  uitvoer  gebring 
het. 

Dit  is  miskien  'n  kenmerk  van  die  mens  om  outomaties  die  materiele 
voornemens  voorkeur  te  gee  gedurende  die  stonde  van  bepeinsing  —  of 
byvoorbeeld  daardie  nuwe  motor  gekoop  is,  of  ons  geslaag  het  in  een  of 
ander  eksamen,  of  ons  presteer  het  op  sosiale  gebied.  Maar  vir  hoeveel 
van  ons  is  dit  van  groter  belang  om  ons  voornemens  op  geestelike  gebied 
nader  te  betrag,  die  uitwerking  waarvan  'n  meer  blywende  aard  is  as  die 
aankoop  van  'n  nuwe  motor? 

As  die  heiliges  van  die  laaste  dae,  gaan,  ons  graag  ons  gedrag  na  van 
die  afgelope  jaar  om  vas  te  stel  in  watter  mate  ons  die  gebooie  van  God 
soos  verkondig  in  die  evangelie  van  Christus,  gehoorsaam  het.  Ons  dink 
veral  terug  aan  tye  wanneer  ons  'n  goeie  daad  aan  ons  medemens  bewys 
het  of  te  wel  aan  die  oomblikke  toe  ons  geluk  aan  andere  gebring  het.  Is 
dit  ook  nie  miskien  gerade  vir  ons  om  die  negatiewe  sy  van  die  saak  te 
ondersoek  nie,  om  vas  te  stel  waar  ons  in  gebreke  gebly  het  en  sodoende 
daarop  te  probeer  verbeter.  Die  indiwidu  mag  die  volgende  vrae  aan  hom- 
self  stel.  Het  ek  al  my  kerkdienste  bygewoon?  Het  ek  my  pligte  ywerig 
nagekom?  Het  ek  my  heelhartige  ondersteuning  aan  die  leiers  in  die  kerk 
gegee?  As  ouers  mag  ons  onsself  vra  of  ons  die  goeie  voorbeeld  aan  ons 
kinders  gegee  het,  of  ons  hulle  die  evangelie  van  Christus  geleer  het? 

Kortom,  hoe  kan  ons  ons  vordering  van  die  afgelope  jaar  omskryf: 
as  vooruitgang,  stilstand  of  selfs  agteruitgang? 

Die  verlede  behels  vervloe  dae,  die  toekoms  hou  vooruitsigte  in,  maar 
die  hede  is  die  tyd  om  besluite  te  neem  en  dit  ten  uitvoer  te  bring.  Om 
'n  heilige  van  die  laaste  dae  te  wees  verg  beslis  baie,  maar  dit  is  juis  die 
eise  wat  daar  aan  ons  gestel  word  wat  daartoe  bydra  om  beter  wesens  van 
ons  te  maak,  wat  daartoe  bydra  om  ons  karakter  te  bevorder. 

Trouens,  laat  ons  onsself  telkemale  herinner  in  die  jaar  wat  voorle, 
aan  verse  18  en  19  van  seksie  130  in  ons  Geloftes  en  Leerstellings,  dat  die 
kennis  en  intelligensie  wat  ons  gedurende  hierdie  lewe  opdoen,  dit  wil  se 
die  karakter  wat  ons  hier  ontwikkel,  met  ons  sal  opstaan  gedurende  die 
opstanding. 

Dit  is  my  gebed  dat  ons  elke  jaar  'n  meer  bevredigende  geestesverslag 
oor  onsself  sal  kan  lewer. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Prsident  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger  announce  that  there  will  be  an 
"Open  House"  at  the  Mission  Home  on  January  1,  1968.  Members  and 
missionaries  are  cordially  invited  to  drop  by  any  time  between  the  hours 
of  four  and  seven  o'clock. 

You  may  wish  to  bring  your  friends  or  relatives  so  they  can,  also  meet 
President  and  Sister  Badger  and  see  the  Mission  Home. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  MISSION  NEWS 


New  Appointments 


Jackie    J.    de    Wet 


Isaac   Swartzberg 


Evan   P.   Wright 


"TVURING  the  latter  part  of  October  three  new  officers  were  called  to 
-U  serve  in  the  Mission.  Called  by  President  Howard  C.  Badger  to  serve 
as  secretary  to  the  Mission  Presidency  was  Jackie  J.  de  Wet.  As  Mission 
Publicity  Director,  Brother  Isaac  Swartzburg  was  called.  Having  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  in  the  field  of  member  leader  relationship,  Brother 
Evan  P.  Wright  has  been  called  to  be  the  Supervisor  of  Member  Pro- 
grammes. 

Brother  de  Wet  has  a  big  job  making  sure  that  the  notes  and  business 
taken  care  of  in  the  governing  body  of  the  Mission  are  correct  and  ready 
for  reference  whenever  needed.  It  is  a  big  job  but  Brother  de  Wet  has  been 
working  along  this  line  for  several  years. 

Brother  Swartzberg  has  already  proven  to  a  degree  that  publicity  >s 
a  good  thing  if  it  is  used  correctly.  He  made  the  arrangements  for  the 
Premiere  of  "Monkeys  Go  Home,"  and  in  doing  so  helped  the  building 
fund  along  with  making  the  public  more  aware  of  the  Church.  Brother 
Swartzberg  is  well  qualified  for  the  new  position,  having  served  as  a  lawyer 
in  the  Republic  for  several  years  plus  being  in  the  public  all  the  time,  has 
given  him  a  good  background  for  the  job. 

There  are  some  great  possibilities  in  the  field  of  Publicity  in  the  land 
of  South  Africa  and  Brother  Swartzberg  has  some  very  good  plans  which 
he  hopes  soon  to  put  into  effect.  He  has  expressed  the  desire  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  get  the  Church  into  the  public  eye.  He  mentioned  Youth 
convention  for  one.  It  would  be  a  good  idea  to  get  the  newspapers  to  send 
a  photographer  along  and  see  what  the  Church  is  doing  for  the  youth.  Let 
the  general  public  know  what  the  Church  is  doing  for  the  members  and 
all  the  various  programmes  the  Church  has  for  the  teenagers. 

He  wants  to  develop  the  publicity  mainly  around  the  youth  because 
they  are  the  ones  that  are  going  to  be  most  willing  to  accept  the  help  and 
what  better  way  is  there  than  to  give  the  youth  something  to  do.  A  choir, 
this  is  something  that  could  be  worked  up  and  used  to  advertise  the  youth 
programmes  the  Church  has  for  the  formative  years  of  our  lives.  A  youth 
choir  with  30  or  40  trained  voices  could  be  used  to  put  on  concerts  at 
any  given  time  for  any  purpose  just  as  long  at  the  people  knew  that  it 
was  being  sponsored  by  the  Church. 
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What  better  time  is  there  to  influence  the  youth  than  helping  with 
something  that  they  like  to  do,  such  as  sponsor  a  youth  dance  and  make 
friends  of  all  the  youth  who  wanted  to  come  along.  After  this  we  could 
invite  them  to  the  Share  the  Gospel  evening  and  convert  them  after  they 
have  been  introduced  to  the  Church.  Get  their  interest  and  then  work 
along  that  line  until  they  are  interested  in  the  Church  or  have  an  under- 
standing of  what  the  Church  is  doing. 

If  the  youth  are  not  interested  in  music  or  dancing  then  Brother 
Swartzberg  would  like  to  have  a  large  sports  programme.  This  could  be 
done  by  having  the  different  branches  work  up  a  soccer  team  or  rugby 
or  basketball  team  to  play  in  the  Saturday  leagues.  Things  like  this  would 
be  very  beneficial  to  the  Church  because  the  public  would  be  more  aware 
of  what  the  Church  is  doing  for  the  youth  and  therefore  more  receptive 
when  they  are  asked  if  they  would  like  to  know  more. 

The  important  thing  to  realize  though,  is  that  Brother  Swartzberg  is 
not  in  charge  of  making  small  posters  for  all  the  branches  when  they  have 
a  dance  or  concert.  His  job  is  to  advise  and  help  formulate  the  programmes 
after  the  ground  work  has  been  laid.  He  will  be  perfectly  happy  to  advise 
anyone  who  is  having  a  problem  but  they  must  take  the  initiative  to  start 
the  ball  rolling  then  he  will  make  sure  that  they  get  the  proper  advertise- 
ments for  the  occasion,.  He  will  make  the  arrangements  to  have  the  mayors 
of  the  various  cities  in  attendance  at  the  branch  function. 

Brother  Swartzberg  has  many  other  plans  but  the  ones  mentioned  above 
will  be  enough  to  keep  the  Saints  busy  and  still  inform  the  general  public 
of  the  Church  and  its  purposes  in  the  world. 

Brother  Wright  gave  an  outline  of  his  plans  at  a  meeting  on  November 
24  at  Ramah  and  the  following  are  excerpts  from  this  talk. 

Creating  this  new  office  will  not  interfere  with  any  other  office.  Purpose 
is  to  encourage  love,  goodwill  and  appreciation  for  one  another  among  the 
members  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Wright  has  been  asked  to  visit  all  the  branches  and  districts 
of  the  Mission  and  encourage  district  and  branch  presidencies  in  promoting 
these  programmes.  Brother  Wright  said  that  he  had  always  enjoyed  what- 
ever job  he  had  been  assigned  in  the  Church,  and  he  now  feels  the  same 
way  about  his  present  assignment.  As  members  of  the  Church  we  each 
need  to  enjoy  and  develop  the  beautiful  facets  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  will  be  happy  to  meet  the  branches  and  encourage  them  in 
programmes  of  love  and  goodwill. 

Projects  to  unveil 

There  is  a  premium  for  those  people  who  will  do  things  which  they 
are  not  commanded  of  them  —  who  do  things  of  their  own  free  will  and 
choice.  We  will  try  a  lot  of  different  programmes,  then  we  will  drop  the 
unsuccessful  ones.  Branches  in  the  Transvaal  are  to  be  pilot  branches. 
We  are  going  to  try  out  these  various  projects  and  test  them  to  see  which 
ones  will  work  best.   We  already  have  enough  rigid  programmes. 

These  new  programmes  will  be  blessings  to  the  ones  who  want  to 
participate.  We  will  encourage  all  to  participate  but  will  not  twist  anyone's 
arm  if  they  don't  want  to  take  part.  We  won't  run  a  "tight  ship." 

"Men  are  that  they  might  have  joy,"  not  just  pleasure.  All  of  us  are 
seeking  for  true  joy.  The  Gospel  expands  to  every  action  of  our  daily 
lives.  As  LDS,  we  sometimes  forget  Heaven  can  be  made  right  here  on 
earth. 

We  must  enjoy  life  here  as  well  as  hereafter.  We  will  rise  in,  the  re- 
surrection with  the  same  likes  and  dislikes.  We  must  learn  to  live  together. 
We  will  have  tne  same  appetites  when  we  rise.  Each  of  us  should  find  a 
full  measure  of  joy  now,  and  be  accustomed  to  enjoy  life. 

We  want  a  programme  for  those  who  want  to  participate. 

Each  branch  and  district  president  was  asked  to  give  a  list  of  social 
activities  for  the  past  year,  also  for  the  future  year. 
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After  a  great  deal  of  thought  Brother  Wright  has  three  programmes 
he  would  like  to  present  and  see  how  they  are  received. 

1.  Open  Door  Programme.  We  will  socialize  on  a  group  basis,  which 
will  be  for  the  adults.  Most  programmes  are  now  on  a  chapel  basis.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  good  if  we  would  enjoy  good  times  in  one  another's 
home.  Many  people  now  inactive  in  the  Church  are  so  because  they  feel 
not  wanted  or  needed.  They  feel  they  are  left  out. 

In  this  programme  the  Branch  Presidency  will  meet  with  the  host 
and  hostess,  chosen  for  that  particular  month,  and  decide  which  six  or 
eight  couples  will  meet  at  an  assigned  home  during  the  month.  For  each 
home  in  which  members  will  meet,  host  and  co-host  couples  will  be  desig- 
nated to  invite  the  other  couples,  plan  the  evening's  programme  or  activity. 
All  members  of  the  Branch  are  to  be  invited,  widow,  widowers,  etc.  (that 
is,  all  adult  members  of  the  Branch).  Friday  or  Saturday  night  could  be 
set  aside  for  this  programme.  We  need  to  meet  on  an  adult  basis  for 
relaxation.  This  programme  is  just  for  those  who  want  to  come.  Others 
who  don't  want  to  can  go  to  a  poor  bioscope. 

Refreshments:  Optional,  each  branch,  or  those  sponsoring  the  occasion 
can  meet  and  decide  what  type  of  refreshments  they  will  have.  Cost  of 
them  to  be  borne  by  those  asked  to  be  the  host  and  hostess  and  co-hostess 
and  host  for  that  evening.  In  the  States  a  lot  of  members  gather  in  small 
groups  for  social  activities. 

Activities:  Avoid  too  much  of  a  Church  atmosphere.  We  must  have 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  but  remember  it  is  not  to  be  a  miniature  sacra- 
ment meeting.  We  can  have  a  book  review,  current  events,  travelogues, 
vocations,  war  experiences,  communications,  game  evening,  community 
sing,  etc.  Each  couple  could  for  example  be  asked  to  bring  their  favourite 
record.  The  Host  couples  are  to  determine  the  entertainment. 

2.  The  Iron  Rod  Programme:  Apparently  we  are  not  holding  the 
young  men  as  well  as  we  are  holding  the  young  women  in  active  partici- 
pation in  the  Church.  This  is  to  be  a  "Big  Brother"  programme.  You  will 
remember  Nephi  telling  his  brothers  about  the  Rod  of  Iron  he  had  seen 
in  his  vision,  that  it  was  the  Word  of  God  and  he  who  holds  fast  to  it  will 
never  perish.  Let  them  choose  a  person  to  be  a  big  brother  to  them.  Have 
men  agree  before  hand  to  accept  this  responsibility.  The  Branch  President 
is  to  see  that  not  more  than  one  boy  chooses  the  same  man.  On  at  least 
one  occasion  during  the  month  spend  some  time  with  the  boy,  you  can 
have  fun  with  him,  or  sit  down  and  have  a  good  talk  with  him  and  counsel 
him  once  a  month.  Often  times  a  boy  will  listen  to  someone  else  when  he 
won't  listen  to  his  parents. 

3.  Autobiography  Programme.  Can  be  mission  wide  and  start  now. 
Prepare  a  record  of  yourself.  It  would  be  wonderful  to  have  a  biography  of 
parents,  grandparents,  or  close  friends.  Every  person  will  prepare  one 
and  then  this  autobiography  is  to  be  compiled  in  a  branch  book.  A  com- 
mittee in  each  branch  is  to  be  appointed,  preferably  one  with  a  flare  for 
journalism.  Ground  rules  will  be  set,  such  as  name,  date  of  birth,  your 
parents,  your  children,  etc.  Tell  of  whatever  experiences  you  want  to  — 
within  certain  limits. 

These  programmes  are  for  those  who  want  to  participate. 

With  these  three  new  offices  in  the  Mission  the  association  between 
the  members  should  increase  and  the  Church  should  become  well  known 
to  many  people  who  have  never  heard  of  the  good  that  it  is  doing. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  as  members  could  get  an 
understanding  of  the  things  that  are  required  of  us  and  then  get  in  and  help 
make  the  programmes  a  success. 

DJB 
LJM 
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CHRISTMAS  STORY 

HE  IS  THE  CHRIST 

By  Sister  D.  B.  Fripp 

THE  sun  was  leaning  low  in  the  western  sky  as  two  figures  made  their 
way  along  the  stony  track  toward  Bethlehem.  Their  elongated  shadows 
bobbed  along  over  the  rocks  beside  them.  The  little  girl's  hand  was  firmly 
clasped  in  that  of  her  grandmother's  and  their  faces  showed  the  bond  of 
companionship  which  is  so  often  found  between  the  very  young  and  the 
very  old. 

Leah  looked  up  at  the  old  women  enquiringly  as  they  trudged  home- 
ward. "How  do  you  know  Grandmother?"  she  asked  earnestly,  "How  do 
you  know  that  the  man  who  was  preaching  in  the  Temple  is  really  the 
Messiah?"  The  old  woman  looked  down  at  the  eager  young  face  beside 
her  and  said,  "I  know  because  of  something  that  happened  a  long  time 
ago,  long  before  you  were  born;  why  your  mother  was  only  little  then.  It 
must  be  all  of  thirty  odd  years  ago."  Sensing  a  story  in  the  offing,  little 
Leah  skipped  two  or  three  steps  and  said  excitedly,  "Tell  me  all  about  it 
Grandmother,  tell  me  please,"  "Well  let's  sit  on  this  rock  for  a  while  and 
I'll  see  how  much  I  can  remember.  I  haven't  enough  breath  to  walk  and 
talk  at  the  same  time  like  you  little  Leah." 

So  they  settled  themselves  on  the  flat  rock  facing  the  setting  sun  and 
this  is  the  story  the  old  Grandmother  told  little  Leah. 

Many  years  ago  the  Roman  Empire  made  a  law  that  all  the  people 
should  be  taxed.  Now  as  if  that  wasn't  bad  enough,  each  man  had  'o 
take  his  family  back  to  the  place  of  his  birth  to  pay  his  taxes.  At  that 
time  your  grandfather  was  a  porter  at  the  inn  just  across  the  road  from 
my  house.  Very  busy  he  was  too,  people  came  from  far  and  wide  and  the 
inn  was  packed  full.  I  also  had  a  house  full,  for  your  great  uncles  Nathaniel 
and  Joseph  had  come  with  their  families  to  be  taxed  and  they  were  staying 
with  us. 

It  was  the  day  before  the  taxes  were  due  to  be  paid,  I  remember,  and 
I  was  feeling  tired  and  irritable  from  all  the  extra  work.  My  poor  husband 
came  home  for  his  evening  meal,  feeling  far  more  weary  than  I  and  I'm 
afraid  I  greeted  him  rather  tensely,  for  all  our  visitors  were  his  relatives 
and  I  rather  resented  this.  However,  he  was  just  as  kind  and  congenial  as 
ever. 

When  the  meal  was  over  and  all  the  visitors  were  seated  around  the 
fire  chatting,  Grandfather  called  me  to  one  side.  His  face  showed  deep 
concern  and  I  wondered  what  could  be  amiss. 

"Wife"  he  said  "Two  young  people  arrived  late  this  afternoon  from 
Nazareth  and  the  only  shelter  we  could  offer  them  was  in  the  stable  beside 
the  inn.  I  feel  quite  worried  about  them." 

"If  they  are  young  that  won't  hurt  them"  I  said  crossly,  "Anyway 
we  haven't  room  for  them." 

"I  know,  wife,"  he  answered  quietly  "but  you  see  the  girl  is  about  to 
have  a  baby,  she  looks  so  ill  and  tired.  Won't  you  take  them  a  pitcher  of 
hot  broth  and  just  see  that  she  is  all  right." 

I  was  about  to  snap  at  him  again  and  then  I  pictured  this  couple,  I 
looked  at  my  husband's  tired  kindly  face  so  full  of  concern,  and  I  felt 
ashamed,  very,  very  ashamed.  I  filled  a  pitcher  with  steaming  hot  broth 
left  over  from  our  meal  and  set  out  for  the  stable. 

At  the  half  door  I  was  met  by  a  tall  serious  looking  man  who  intro- 
duced himself  as  Joseph;  he  wore  the  garb  of  a  tradesman,  but  his  manner 
was  gentle  and  polite.  He  beckoned  me  into  the  dim  stable  and  introduced 
me  to  his  wife,  Mary.  She  lay  pale  and  exhausted  on  the  hay  but  she  smiled 
so   sweetly   as   I    entered   and   gratefully    accepted    the    broth    which    they 
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shared  and  enjoyed.  I  stayed  chatting  to  them  for  a  short  while  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that  I  had  come  at  the  right  time  to  be  of  assistance,  for 
I  had  borne  children  of  my  own. 

Some  time  later  a  beautiful  baby  boy  was  born  to  this  lovely  young 
girl.  I'm  sure  he  was  the  finest  baby  I'd  ever  seen.  I  wrapped  him  carefully 
in  swaddling  clothes,  which  Mary  had  brought  with  her  in  a  beautiful 
little  sandal  wood  box.  No  doubt  her  husband  had  made  it  for  her,  for 
he  was  a  carpenter. 

After  I  had  made  Mary  as  comfortable  as  I  could  I  took  the  baby 
from  the  manger,  where  I  had  laid  him  and  placed  him  in  his  mother's 
arms.  She  looked  up  at  me  drowsely.  but  with  a  sweet  smile  of  content- 
ment shining  in  her  eyes  and  said  something  I  will  never  forget.  This  is 
what  she  said  to  me.  "God  will  bless  you  dear  friend  for  all  you  have  done 
this  night,  for  it  is  His  own  Son  you  have  helped  bring  into  the  world." 

I  thought  her  mind  was  wandering  from  exhaustion.  I  looked  up  at 
Joseph  her  husband  enquiringly  and  he  spoke  to  me  with  quiet  confidence. 
"It  is  so,  good  friend,  even  as  Mary  says,  this  child  is  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Christ." 

I  was  embarrassed  at  his  obvious  sincerity  and  I  didn't  know  what  to 
say.  I  had  learned,  of  course  that  the  Messiah  was  to  come,  but  I  could 
never  imagine  that  he  would  be  borne  of  such  humble  young  parents  and 
in  a  stable. 

To  cover  my  embarrassment  I  busied  myself  tidying  the  hay  surround- 
ing the  mother.  I  covered  her  with  a  blanket  and  bade  them  both  goodnight, 
promising  to  come  again  on  the  morrow. 

I  stepped  out  into  the  street  and  stood  there  enjoying  the  cool  crisp 
air,  pondering  the  happenings  of  the  evening.  As  I  gazed  at  the  bright 
stars  I  noticed  a  brighter  light  shone  beyond  the  houses,  toward  the  plain 
where  the  shepherds  tended  their  sheep  at  night.  As  I  started  in  wonder- 
ment, a  sound  came  to  my  ears.  Voices  singing  sweetly,  ah  so  sweetly, 
it  sounded  like  a  huge  multitude  all  singing  in  perfect  harmony.  I  was 
spellbound  and  how  long  I  stood  listening  I  know  not.  Suddenly  I  realized 
a  group  of  men  were  coming  down  the  street.  As  they  came  nearer  I  saw 
that  they  were  shepherds  from  the  plains.  They  stopped  when  they  came 
opposite  the  stable  and  one  of  them  spoke  to  me.  "In  which  stable  is  the 
child  born  this  night?" 

I  was  astonished  that  he  should  know  of  the  child  and  I  could  not 
resist  asking  how  he  knew. 

"Are  you  kinsmen  of  the  parents  that  you  know  of  the  child,"  I  said. 
The  man  hesitated  before  he  spoke  again  and  there  was  a  strange  look  on 
the  faces  of  all  the  shepherds,  a  mixture  of  fear  and  joy.  The  reply,  when 
it  came  shocked  me  and  yet  I  felt  a  warm  glow  steal  over  me  for  I  re- 
membered Mary's  words  to  me  earlier.  "Angels  came  to  us,"  said  the 
shepherd  in  an  awed  voice.  "They  appeared  out  there  on  the  plain  and 
told  us  that  a  child  would  be  born  this  night,  in  a  stable  in  Bethlehem  and 
he  is  the  Messiah  the  Son  of  God." 

"We  were  so  frightened  and  overawed,"  broke  in  another,  "that  we 
fell  on  our  faces  unable  to  hear  the  magnificence.  Then  as  we  lay  there 
we  heard  a  host  of  angels  singing  praises  to  God."  Unable  to  speak  I 
beckoned  the  men  to  follow  me  and  as  I  stood  again  at  the  entrance  to 
the  stable  I  too,  fell  overawed.  The  baby  lay  sleeping  in  his  mother's 
arms  and  round  about  him  shone  a  light,  a  light  which  I  knew  would 
grow  until  it  filled  the  whole  world." 

The  old  woman  stopped  speaking  and  Leah  looked  up  at  her.  The 
Grandmother's  eyes  were  filled  with  tears  and  her  face  was  alight  with  joy 
and  pride  at  the  memory  of  her  part  in  the  first  Christmas. 

"Now  I  believe  also  Grandmother,"  said  the  little  girl  as  they  set  off 
homeward  in  the  afterglow. 
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Christmas     Then     and     Now 

by  Brother  and  Sister  Walter  Brink  of  Ramah  II 

AS  a  Latter-day  Saint  Christmas  has  taken  on  a  new  meaning  for  us. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  express  my  sincere  thoughts  to  the  great  gift 
that  has  been  given  us  since  my  wife  and  I  were  baptized  last  July  and 
became  true  members  of  this  wonderful  Church.  The  gift  of  true  happiness 
and  kindness  that  we  have  enjoyed  since  we  became  saints  of  this  great 
Church,  has  inspired  us  to  follow  the  teachings  which  have  meant  so 
much  to  us.  Christmas,  the  birthday  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  a  day  of 
great  rejoicing  and  family  reunion.  Last  Christmas  we  spent  with  our  chil- 
dren in  Pinelands,  Cape.  It  was  on  this  occasion  that  we  realized  what  a 
wonderful  spirit  of  love  and  happiness  prevails  amongst  the  Mormons, 
which  we  hope  will  compare  with  the  Christmas  service  we  shall  enjoy 
again  this  year.  The  thought  of  being  members  of  this  great  family  of 
Latter-day  Saints  has  given  us  the  inspiration  to  follow  the  teachings  of 
our  Heavenly  Father  and  strive  to  do  that  which  is  right.  Our  desire  is 
to  give  comfort  and  help  where  we  can  and  let  the  Spirit  of  Christmas 
prevail,  not  only  on  Christmas  day  but  throughout  the  year.  With  this 
thought  in  mind  and  the  gift  that  has  been  bestowed  on  us  as  Latter-day 
Saints,  along  with  the  help  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  may  we  uphold  that 
gift,  is  our  sincere  prayer.  May  the  blessings  of  our  Heavenly  Father  be 
with  you  and  your  families.  When  the  Latter-day  Saints  apply  this  they 
will  have  the  joy  of  being  a  light  unto  the  world. 

A  Merry  Christmas  to  you  all, 
Brother  and  Sister  Brink 


District    and    Branch    Presidencies 

THERE  have  been  several  requests  made  lately  in  regard  to  the 
addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  the  different  district  and  branch 
presidencies.  The  following  list  is  for  the  whole  of  the  Mission  so  if  any- 
one wants  to  correspond  directly  with  any  of  the  officers  they  may  do  so 
by  using  the  following  list: 

Transvaal  District: 

District  President:  C.  Kenneth  Powrie,  51,  Jan  Hofmeyer  Avenue,  Florida 
Park,  Transvaal,  Phone  762-5644. 

Carletonville :  Leon  R.  Alexander,  P.O.  Box  51,  Carletonville,  Trans- 

vaal, Phone  612-6570. 

East  Rand :  Barend    J.    Bester,    P.O.    Box   780,    Benoni,   Transvaal, 

Phone  55-3686. 

Klerksdorp:  Louis  P.  Hefer,  35  Marilyn  Street,  Flamwood,  Klerks- 

dorp,  Transvaal.  Phone  632-24937. 

Krugersdorp:  C.  Lionel  Bibb,  3  Sage  Street,  Florida  Park,  Transvaal, 

Phone  762-1337. 

Pretoria  :  Herculaas  C.   J.   du  Preez,   34  Cordelfos  Street,  West 

Park,   Pretoria,  Transvaal,   Phone  79-4982. 

Germiston:  Clarence    Norbury,     19    Elm    Road,     Primrose    East, 

Germiston,  Transvaal,  Phone  58-5488. 

Ramah  I:  George    S.    Samuel,    10    Empress    Street,    Kensington, 

Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  Phone  24-1880. 

Ramah  II:  Derek  C.   Benington,   47  Lancaster  Avenue,  Craighall 

Park,   Johannesburg,   Phone  45-3523. 
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Springs:  Douglas  Hulbert,   P.O.   Box    1008,  Springs,  Transvaal, 

Phone  56-5590. 
Vereeniging:  Julian   Snyman,    40   Hogge   Street,    Sasolburg,    Orange 

Free  State,  Phone  746-2066. 


Cape  District: 

District  President: 
Mowbray: 
Bellville : 


John  Wilson,  10  Ravensworth,  Claremont,  Cape,  Phone 

77-6240. 

Alvin  F.    Park,    16  Forrest  Road,   Rondebosch,  Cape, 

Phone  6-4459. 

Brian    R.   Jenner,  26   Lytton   Street,   Goodwood   West, 

Bellville,  Cape,  Phone  None. 


Natal   District: 

District  President: 


Durban : 


Pietermaritzburg : 


Walter    P.    Randall,    P.O.    Box    923,    Durban,    Natal, 
Phone  81-6193. 

Charles  Spear,  7  Moodie  Crescent,  Montclair,  Durban, 
Natal,  Phone  None. 

Ronald  M.  Morrissev,  74  Greyling  Street,  Pietermaritz- 
burg, Natal,  Phone  2-9040. 


Orange  Free  State: 

District  President: 
Bloemfontein : 
Welkom : 
Kimberley : 


Sydney    J.     Spear,    57    Kelner    Street,     Bloemfontein, 

Orange  Free  State,  Phone  5-060. 

Pieter  A.  Milne,  P.O.  Box  1589,  Bloemfontein,  Orange 

Free  State,  Phone  None. 

Herbert  D.  Parkin,  34  Sodium  Street,  Saaiplaas,  Orange 

Free  State,  Phone  3-3404. 

Charles    Malcolm    Young,    33    George    Barrel    Street, 

Kimberley,  Cape,  Phone  None. 


Branches  out  of  Districts: 

East  London:  Clarence  E.  Krull,  25  Kennington  Road,  Nahoon,  East 

London,  Cape,  Phone  8-1078. 

Port  Elizabeth:  Douglas  E.  Charsley,  21   Glen  Street,  Port  Elizabeth, 

Cape,  Phone  2-2984. 

Bulawayo :  Richard  Isaac,   9  Christison  Road,   North  End,   Bula- 

wayo,  Rhodesia,  Phone  5-073. 

Midlands:  Elder   Richard   George,   6   Gordon  Crescent,   Athlone, 

Gwelo,  Rhodesia,  Phone  2722. 

Salisbury:  Alexander    B.    Corbett,    27A    Enterprise    Road,    High- 

lands, Salisbury,  Rhodesia,  Phone  82-105. 

Copperbelt :  Phillip  W.  Munch,  36  Kerria  Avenue,  Luanshya,  Zam- 

bia, CENTRAL  AFRICA,  Phone  None. 

Lusaka:  Floyd    D.    Larson,    P.O.    Box    1352,    USA    Embassy, 

Lusaka,  Zambia,  CENTRAL  AFRICA,   Phone   None. 

This  list  has  been  made  up  for  your  own  reference  so  please  use  it 
and  then  there  will  be  a  much  quicker  reply  than  doing  it  through  the 
Mission  Home  who  have  to  forward  the  letters  on. 
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Americans    Enjoy    Thanksgiving    Service 


THE  Stars  and  Stripes  stood 
tall  and  beautiful  on  Novem- 
ber 23,  1967  in  the  Pretoria 
Chapel.  It  was  Thanksgiving  Day 
for  all  Americans  and  the  Honour- 
able William  M.  Rountree  had 
asked  the  Church  to  take  charge 
of  the  religious  service. 

Most  Americans  are  used  to 
a  could  snowy  Thanksgiving  Day 
in  the  States  because  it  is  in  the 
Fall  of  the  year.  This  year 
Thanksgiving  was  enjoyed  in  sun- 
ny South  Africa  in  the  beautiful 
Pretoria  Chapel.  The  day  was 
warm  and  it  was  a  perfect  setting 
for  a  Thanksgiving  service.  Cover- 
ing the  sacrament  table  were  seve- 
ral different  kinds  of  vegetables 
and  fruits  depicting  the  first  har- 
vest. The  feeling  of  Thanksgiving 
was  certainly  there  as  everyone 
thought  about  the  many  comforts 
of  life  we  enjoy  and  the  hardships 
the  Pilgrims  endured. 

Conducting  the  service  was 
Elder  Michael  T.  Cates.  The  open- 
Darrell  Wight  after  which  a  hymn 
ing    prayer   was   offered    by   Elder 

was  sung  and  Ambassador  Rountree  read  a  Proclamation  from  President 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson.  The  message  was  one  of  thankfulness  and  encourage- 
ment for  all  American  citizens.  In  the  message  from  President  Johnson  he 
stated  that  we  represent  a  free  land,  a  people  who  have  a  great  heritage 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  do  our  best. 

A  Thanksgiving  Psalm  was  read  in  unison  after  which  a  solo  was 
rendered.  A  Scriptual  Reading  was  given  and  the  congregation  sang  "Come 
Ye  Thankful  People  Come."  Following  this  there  was  another  Scriptual 
reading  by  Dennis  J.  Spigler.  Elder  Cates  then  gave  the  history  of  Thanks- 
giving and  told  the  story  of  how  it  came  about.  Included  in  his  story  he 
told  a  few  of  the  things  we  should  be  thankful  for.  He  also  invited  the 
congregation  to  take  a  tour  of  the  Chapel  after  the  service. 

President  and  Sister  Howard  C.  Badger  plus  several  of  the  Mission- 
aries from  the  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria  areas  were  at  the  service.  It  was 
really  a  joy  to  be  able  to  gather  together  and  talk  about  our  common 
heritage.  The  Chapel  was  nearly  full,  as  many  Americans  came  to  give 
thanks  to  the  forefathers  who  settled  in  the  American  continent. 

Following  the  service  the  Rountrees  were  taken  for  a  short  tour  of 
the  Chapel  by  Elder  Darrell  W.  Perry.  They  expressed  their  thanks  for 
the  use  of  the  Chapel  and  for  the  tour  as  well. 

Thanksgiving  Day,  November  23,  1967,  will  be  a  day  remembered  by 
many  Americans  for  many  years  to  come,  as  they  celebrated  it  on  South 
African  soil. 


Ambassador  and   Mrs.    William    M.   Rountree 
at  Thanksgiving  Service. 
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DIE    VERLEDE     EN     DIE    TOEKOMS 

deur  Renola  Wilcocks 
van  Ramah  II 

AS  ons  gespaar  bly,  sal  ons  hierdie  Kersfees  in  Hermanus  by  my 
Mammie  kuier.  Verlede  Kersfees  was  ons  in  Durban  met  vakansie. 
'n  Mens  sou  se  dat  die  een  vakansie  net  soos  die  volgende  een  is.  'n  Mens 
gaan  tog  maar  weg  om  te  rus,  en  om  weg  van  ons  daaglikse  pligte  en 
bekommernisse  te  wees,  en  ook  om  weg  te  kom  van  die  gejaag  van  die 
lewe. 

Hierdie  twee  vakansies  met  Kersfees  tyd  lyk  asof  hulle  net  dieselfde 
is,  maar  daar  is  'n  baie  groot  en  belangrike  verskil :  Hierdie  keer  sal  daar 
'n  Bybel  saam  met  ons  gaan. 

Kersfees  1966  was  'n  tyd  van  pret  en  plesierigheid  waarin  sterk  drank 
'n  groot  rol  gespeel  het.  Sonder  die  benewelde  effek  van  die  drank,  kon 
ons  nie  'n  gesprek  aan  die  lewe  hou.  sonder  om  'n  argument  oor  een  of 
ander  nietige  onderwerp  uit  te  lok  nie.  Onder  die  invloed  van  sterk  drank 
was  die  geselskap  dan  noodwendig,  baie  ligsinnig,  en  sonder  enige  beteke- 
nis.  Ek  wonder  dikwels,  wat  die  kinders  van  ons  moes  gedink  het,  terwyl 
ons  partykeer  so  uitspattig  was. 

Hierdie  Kersfees  sal  ook  'n  tyd  van  pret  en  plesier  wees,  maar  daar 
sal  ook  vrede  en  ware  geluk  wees,  want  nou  het  ons  iets  van  waarde  om 
oor  te  gesels :  Ons  het  nou  die  voile  waarheid  van  die  Evangelic  En  hoe- 
veel  geluk  en  vrede  kan  ons  nie  put  uit  die  woord  van  ons  Hemelse  Vader 
nie? 

Gedurende  verlede  Kersfeestyd  het  ons  nie  eintlik  veel  moeite  gedoen 
om  die  kinders  strand  toe  te  neem,  of  na  een  of  ander  vermaaklikheid 
nie,  want  daar  was  te  veel  selfsug  in  ons  harte.  Elkeen  het  aan  sy  eie 
nlesier  en  gerief  gedink,  en  het  opstandig  geword  wanneer  hy  of  sy  'n 
bietjie  moes  opoffer  om  'n  ander  gelukkig  te  maak. 

Hierdie  Kersfeestyd  gaan  ek  probeer  om  'n  maat  vir  die  kinders  te 
wees,  asook  vir  die  mense  met  wie  ek  in  aanraking  sal  kom.  Ek  gaan 
probeer  om  hulle  almal  gelukkig  te  maak,  want  ek  weet  dat  dit  een  van 
die  beste  maniere  is  om  self  geluk  te  kry. 

Kersfees  1967  sal  die  eerste  keer  wees  wanneer  ons  saam  met  my 
moeder  en  my  man  se  moeder  sal  wees,  en  ek  weet  dat  ons  die  tyd  saam 
baie  sal  geniet,  want  ek  het  geleer  om  verdraagsaam  te  wees,  en  ek  het 
ook  geleer  om  lief  te  kry.  Ek  is  baie  dankbaar  dat  ons  hierdie  geleentheid 
sal  kry,  om  saam  met  ons  moeders  te  wees.  In  die  verlede  het  ons  maar 
altyd  probeer  om  weg  van  ons  ouers  te  kom,  want  ons  gevoelens  teenoor 
ons  skoonouers  was  nie  so  mooi  nie.  Ek  het  altyd  aan  skoonouers  gedink 
as  mense  wat  hulle  neus  in  ander  se  sake  indruk,  maar  ek  het  nou  uit- 
gevind  dat  hulle  mense  is  wat  baie  graag  hulle  kinders  wil  help  omdat 
hulle  soveel  liefde  het. 

Kersfees  1967  gaan  'n  tyd  van  vrede  en  liefde  wees.  Ek  sal  graag  wil 
he  dat  ons  baie  Kersliedere  saam  met  ons  familie  en  vriende  sing,  sodat 
ons  bewus  kan  wees  van  die  grootste  gebeurtenis  in  die  geskiedenis :  Die 
geboorte  van  ons  Heiland  en  Saligmaker;   Jesus  Christus. 

My  gebed  is  dat  ons  almal  'n  ryk  geestelike  Kersgety  sal  he,  en  dat 
ons  krag  in  oorvloed  sal  ontvang  om  gedurende  die  jaar  wat  voorle,  ons 
lig  so  te  laat  skyn  dat  ons  goeie  werke  gesien  kan  word  en  ons  Vader  wat 
in  die  hemele  is,  verheerlik  kan  word. 
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MIDLANDS 


Celebrate    Golden    Wedding 

Reported  by  Brenda  Alderson 


CONTRARY  to  popular  belief 
we  are  still  alive  and  active  in 
the  Midlands  Branch.  Having  sur- 
vived crisis  upon  crisis,  we  are  now 
almost  restored  to  normal. 

There  have  been  many  highlights 
in  the  past  two  months.  Firstly  we 
had  the  Golden  Wedding  anniver- 
sary of  Brother  and  Sister  William 
Wilson,  which  was  celebrated  with 
a  happy  supper  party  at  their  home 
in  Gwelo.  This  was  followed  by  the 
Silver  Wedding  anniversary  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Eric  Budd. 

The  next  exciting  event  was  the 
Chapel  dedication  in  Salisbury 
when  President  Howard  C.  Badger 
formed  the  Midlands  Branch  of  the 
South  African  Mission. 
Brother  John  Newbold  was  ordained  a  Deacon,  and  Brother  E.  Fourie 
was  advanced  to  the  office  of  Priest. 

Since  then  Joyce  Budd  was  married  to  Peter  Garden  in  Salisbury  by 
President  A.  B.  Corbett. 

We  are  sorry  to  lose  the  Fourie  family  who  are  going  to  live  in  Salis- 
bury. We  wish  them  success  and  happiness  in  their  new  home. 


Brother  and   Sister   William   Wilson  celebrate 
50  years  of  togetherness. 


SALISBURY 


Holds   Desert  and   Family   Fair 

Reported   by    Minne   Swalwell 


THE  month  of  October  began 
well  with  the  baptism  and  con- 
firmation of  eight  year  old  Deborah 
Trotter.  On  October  7  we  were 
pleased  to  witness  the  baptism  and 
confirmation     of    Brother     Melville 


Vallery  and  his  wife  Sister  Ann 
Elizabeth  Vallery,  and  we  wish 
them    lifelong    happiness. 

MIA  is  still  flourishing  and  hav- 
ing good  attendance.  During  one 
Friday  evening  a  visit  was  arranged 
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to  see  an  electric  computer  which 
proved  to  be  very  interesting.  On 
October  20  Darryll  Thwaits  brought 
along  his  friend  John  Burt  who 
spent  one  year  as  a  foreign  ex- 
change student  in  America.  He  gave 
a  very  interesting  talk  on  his  ex- 
periences. His  talk  was  illuminated 
by  some  very  beautiful  slides  which 
helped  to  make  his  message  clearer. 

On  Sunday  October  29  Rosemary 
Fisher  was  presented  with  two  Bee- 
hive Awards,  the  first,  Seeking 
Knowledge  and  the  second,  Pro- 
gress. 

Primary  still  continues  to  get 
many  awards.  This  month  Chyrisse 
Frost,  Janet  Laing,  Elaine  Trotter 
and  Naomi  Warren  had  awards  for 
completing  their  Articles  of  Faith, 
numbers  ten  to  thirteen.  Janine 
Thwaits  worked  hard  and  obtained 
an  award  for  numbers  one  through 
four  and  Keith  Wainwright  for  his 
fourth  and  fifth.  A  very  successful 
Daddy-Daughter  dinner  was  held 
on  Friday  October  27  by  the  Liah- 
omas,  and  all  those  who  attended 
had  an  enjoyable  time.  The  Primary 
children  are  busy  working  on  a 
Christmas  Cantata  for  the  Sunday 
School   Christmas   party. 


On  Saturday  October  28,  Relief 
Society  held  a  Desert  and  Family 
Fair.  The  Cultural  Hall  looked  very 
gay  and  every  stall  looked  attrac- 
tive with  coloured  crepe  paper  and 
balloons.  Sister  Wainwright  made 
a  very  attractive  sweet  stall  for  the 
younger  set,  one  of  the  highlights 
being  a  Lollipop  Tree.  During  the 
evening  demonstrations  were  given 
by  Sister  Ann  Donaghy  and  Sister 
June  Frost  on  Marzipan  Fruit  and 
Cake  Icing.  These  were  enjoyed  by 
members  and  visitors,  as  well  as 
the  musical  items  given  by  Steve 
Barry,  Stephen  Gordon-Carroll  and 
friends.  Elders  Tate  and  Stutznegger, 
and  Sister  Beverley  Frost  gave  seve- 
ral musical  items.  Members  of 
MIA,  Gordon  Botha  and  Norma 
Laing  gave  a  humorous  musical 
number.  Brother  John  Swalwell 
rendered  two  humorous  mono- 
logues. 

Brother  and  Sister  Domina  have 
left  us  to  return  to  Salt  Lake  City 
and  the  farewells  were  both  warm 
and  sincere.  We  will  miss  them  and 
look  forward  to  meeting  them  again 
when  they  come  for  another  holiday 
to  Salisbury. 


KRUGERSDORP 

Witnesses    Wedding 

Reported  by  Sister  Valerie  Hollis 

QISTER  Carrol  Coetzee  and  Brother  Harlan  Doller  were  married  on 
^p  October  7.  We  all  join  in  wishing  them  every  happiness  in  their  future 
life  together  and  hope  they  have  settled  down  well  in  their  new  home  in 
Bloemfontein. 

The  monthly  MIA  dance  was  a  huge  success.  The  theme  was  Halloween 
and  everybody  enjoyed  themselves  very  much. 

On  October  28  a  talent  contest  was  held,  and  was  very  entertaining 
for  everyone. 

We  are  very  sorry  that  Brother  Sawyer  has  been  ill  and  has  had  a 
serious  operation.  We  hope  by  now  he  is  well  on  the  way  to  a  full 
recovery. 


PRETORIA 


Girls    Win    Dancing    Awards 


Reported    by 

THE    Jacaranda    City    is    looking 
more    beautiful    than    ever   with 
all  the  Jacaranda  trees  in  full  bloom 


Anna    Muller 

and  a  carpet  of  mauve  flowers  on 
the  ground.  The  Chapel  gardens  are 
all   newly   planted  for  the  summer. 
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Thanks      to     Brother     Wally     van  to  have  with  us  President  and  Sister 

Staden    for   his   help   and    donation  Badger,   President  and  Sister  Cher- 

of  the  plants.  rett,    President    Wright    and    many 

Congratulations    to    all    the    girls  members  from   other  branches.   We 

who  did  so  well  in  the  recent  Pre-  appreciate  their  support.  Our  grate- 

toria  Eisteddfod  and  Dance  Cham-  ful   thanks   to   the  20  Century  Fox 

pionships.    Our    cup    winners    were  Organisation,    the    management    of 

Wendy    Muller,   Lynda    Mofhtt   and  the  Monte  Carlo  Theatre,  for  their 

Shirley    van    Staden,    with    Roberta  co-operation     as     well     as     Brother 

van  Staden  a  Medal  winner.   Sister  Isaac   Swartzberg   for   initiating   the 

Hester   Martin  and  Carlene  Osman  plan. 

received     place    awards.     Our    best  Qn   ouf   sjck   ^   thJs   month   we 

wishes  for  continued  success  to  our  haye  L        Laidlaw,  Sister  Joan  Tal. 

dancing   teachers    Joan    Moffitt    and  jaard    ^    sister    Cart£r     who    a„ 

Edwina   Kunitz.  underwent  operations  but  are  mak- 

Highlight   of  the  month   was   the  .               d     £          s.     President     du 

Premiere  of  the  film     Monkeys  Go  p*eezB  and   £is%on    Francois,    sus- 

Home     shown  at  the  Monte  Carlo  tained      H  h      injudes     when    theJr 

Theatre  on  October  16   This  was  in  d  ski6dded  aJnd  overturned. 

aid    of    Building    Fund.    This    gala  K 

occasion  was  enhanced  by  the  beau-  We   are  missing   Brother  Stephen 

tiful    dresses,    many    of    them    full  Uitenbogaardt   who   has   joined   the 

length,    worn    by    the    many    ladies  Navy   and   we   hope   he   enjoys   his 

who  attended.  We  were  very  pleased  visits  to  the  foreign  ports. 

RAMAH  II 

Sponsors    Sports    Day 

Reported  by  Hope  Minne 

MIA  has  been  very  busy  this  month,  in  fact  the  activity  has  been 
feverish.  First  the  Annual  Spring  Sing  gave  us  plenty  to  do.  We  are 
very  proud  of  the  fact  that  we  came  a  good  second  to  Springs,  to  whom 
congratulations  go  for  winning  "Howling  Herman".  Sister  Sylvia  Milne 
deserves  a  special  'thank  you'  for  her  part  in  making  most  of  the  costumes. 
She  was  helped  by  Sister  Anne  de  Kock  and  the  overall  result  was  a 
wonderful  achievement.  Thanks  to  everyone  who  took  part. 

Then  on  Thursday  October  10  we  had  a  grand  Sports  Day  to  which 
the  District  was  invited  and  everyone  had  a  great  time.  We  met  at  Ramah 
for  a  Braai  in  the  evening  with  everyone  looking  very  sunburned,  but 
happy.  The  evening  was  rounded  off  with  a  film.  Altogether  it  was  a  very 
successful  day.  Our  thanks  for  this  day  are  mainly  due  to  the  Fun-Nells 
and  Warren  Donaldson  who  did  most  of  the  hard  work. 

The  Sunday  School  held  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  Christmas  tree  fund 
at  which  time  we  had  a  wonderful  musical  treat  presented  to  us  by  The 
Forest  Town  Choir,  assisted  by  two  of  the  male  members  of  their  church. 
Everyone  enjoyed  the  music  tremendously  and  we  hope  they  will  come 
again. 

Relief  Society  continues  to  flourish  and  of  course  the  sisters  as  usual 
are  very  busy  with  the  Jumble  Sales  and  Sales  of  work.  The  lessons  at 
the  meetings  are  most  inspiring  and  I  recommend  that  every  sister  who 
is  able  should  come  out  to  these. 

We  welcome  Janet  Milne  as  a  full  member  of  the  Church  and  wish 
her  every  blessing.  Also  to  George  and  Louise  Long,  the  delightful  twins 
of  our  second  counsellor  Brother  and  Sister  Long.  Our  warmest  welcome 
is  extended  to  Wendy  McClelland  who  was  baptised  and  confirmed  on 
October  24.  May  God's  richest  blessing  rest  upon  all  of  them. 
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CARLETONVILLE 

Morning    Market    is    Success 

Reported  by  Jeanette  Alexander 

RELIEF  Society  had  a  morning  Krugersdorp.  We  welcome  them  and 
market  at  the  beginning  of  wish  them  a  long  and  happy  stay. 
October.  It  was  wonderful  to  see  Our  Branch  Conference  at  the 
the  brothers  rally  around,  helping  beginning  of  October  was  presided 
the  Sisters  get  the  stalls  up  and  over  by  President  Badger  and  was 
giving  a  helping  hand  wherever  a  spiritual  feast.  The  Junior  Sun- 
needed.  This  bazaar  proved  to  be  day  School  Choir  sang  so  sweetly 
an  outstanding  success  and  we  are  th?.t  they  were  asked  to  sing  at  Dis- 
planning  another  for  the  end  of  trict  Conference  the  following 
November.  week. 

We   would   like   to   welcome   into 

The  Killian  family  as  well  as  the  our   midst    the   Adams    family   who 

de     Klerks    have    joined    us     from  were   baptized    on   November   4. 

SPRINGS 

Primary    has    Fancy    Dress    Day 

Reported  by  Valerie  Keuring 

OUR  congratulations  go  to  Brother  and  Sister  John  Hugo  on  the  birth 
of  their  daughter  Charlene  on  October  5.  We  are  sure  she  will  bring 
them  lots  of  joy  and  happiness. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Joe  Stemmet  Senior  who  was  married  to 
Beulah  Smit  on  October  6.  We  wish  them  every  success  in  their  future  life 
together. 

We  welcome  another  new  member  in  our  branch.  Sister  Athale  Jubber 
who  was  baptized  on  October  16.  We  are  thrilled  when  we  see  such 
wonderful  people  join  our  ranks.  Sister  lubbers'  parents  were  baptised 
last  month.  We  also  want  to  congratulate  Sister  Joanne  Taljaard,  who  was 
K^ntised  on  September  22,  on  her  eighth  birthday. 

Friday,  October  27,  was  a  night  for  braaivleis  in  the  branch.  The 
young  marrieds  and  Sunday  School  Genealogical  class  combined  for  their 
activity  this  month  and  gathered  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Marten 
Keuning.  A  total  of  forty-five  members  were  present  and  despite  the  fact 
that  it  had  rained  all  afternoon  —  clearing  up  just  in  time  for  the  braai  — 
an  enjovable  time  was  had  by  evervone.  On  a  smaller  scale  Brother  Les. 
Adlards'  Sunday  School  class  held  their  braaivleis  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Piet  Botha. 

The  Primary  have  been  busy  again  this  month,  this  time  holding  a 
fancy  dress  competition  on  Saturday  afternoon  October  28.  The  children 
were  all  gailv  attired  in  costumes  of  all  sorts  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves.  Unfortunately  they  couldn't  all  win  but  those  who  did  really 
deserved  it.  The  judges  certainly  had  a  hard  time  deciding. 

It's  so  lovely  to  have  our  Branch  President,  President  Douglas  Hulbert 
and  family  back  with  us  again.  They  arrived  at  Jan  Smuts  on  Sunday 
October  29  after  spending  five  weeks  at  the  Temple.  We  are  all  looking 
forward  to  hearing  about  their  experiences. 

MIA  had  an  enjoyable  evening  on  October  31  when  they  held  their 
annual   Halloween   party. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Taljaard  has  been  in  hospital  and 
recently  underwent  a  very  serious  operation.  It  was  lovely  seeing  her  at 
Church  again  and  well  on  the  road  to  recovery. 
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EAST  LONDON 

Investigators    Attend    Dance 

Reported   by  Naomi   Raubenheimer 

A     MOST    successful    Halloween  home    happy    with    their    appetites 

Party   was   held   at   the   Chapel  satisfied, 

on  Tuesday  October  31    which  was  The    members    welcome    Brother 

organized  by  the  MIA.  There  were  and    Sister    Aubrey    Lawrence    and 

thrills    and    chills    as    guests    were  family  from  Zambia  who  have  come 

conducted  through  the  various  class-  to  settle  in  East  London, 

rooms  and  finally  ended  up  on  the  A  dance  which  was  organised  by 

stage     where     spooks,     wet     stock-  Brother    and    Sister    Simon    Hertog 

ings  and  a  skeleton  awaited  the  un-  and    held    in    the    Abbottsford    hall 

suspecting  entrants.  One  hopes  that  was    a    tremendous    success.    Many 

the   neighbours    did    not   think   that  young    non-members    were    invited 

murder  was  being  committed  in  Bel-  and    there    was    a    good    band    to 

gravia    Crescent.     After    the    chills  entertain    the    crowd.    According    to 

several  of  the  brethren  were  blind-  all    who    attended    this    function,    it 

folded  and  asked  to  feed  each  other  was  very  enjoyable,  with  non-mem- 

with    icecream.    The    evening   ended  bers  being  very  impressed  with  the 

with  refreshments  being  served.  whole  evening. 

On    October     10,    many    of    the  As  the  Relief  Society  draws  to  a 

Saints    gathered    at    the    Chapel    to  close  for  the  Christmas  recess,  the 

leave  in  convoy  for  the  Gulu  picnic  sisters  are  very  busy  with   prepara- 

spot.     Tt     was     an     enjoyable     and  tions  for  their  bazaar  to  be  held  in 

relaxing    day    and    everyone    went  the  town  hall. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 

MIA    Prepares    for    Play 

Reported  by  Linda  van  der  Leek 

IT  seems  that  with  the  coming  of  the  first  summer  rains  the  Branch 
has  come  alive  again,  because  we've  been  kept  busy  every  week  during 
the  past  month. 

District  Conference  was  held  on  October  21  and  22.  The  Branch  was 
happy  to  have  so  many  visitors  from  other  branches,  especially  the  mem- 
bers from  the  Transvaal  District.  The  conference  was  attended  by  Presi- 
dent Badger  and  Elder  Massey,  Brother  and  Sister  James  Milne,  Brother 
and  Sister  George  Hutton,  Brother  and  Sister  Ken  Armstrong,  and  Sister 
Judy  Powrie. 

The  theme  of  the  Conference  was  Sunday  School  and  MIA.  The  con- 
gregation throughly  enjoyed  the  talks  on  these  very  interesting  aspects  of 
the  Gospel.  The  Primary,  Relief  Society,  and  the  Branch  Choir,  presented 
musical  items  during  the  conference. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very  successful  cake  sale  which  was  in  aid 
of  the  annual  Sunday  School  Christmas  tree  party. 

The  MIA  started  play  rehearsals  again,  with  this  one  planned  for 
sometime  in  December.  Also  the  basketball  court  has  been  completed,  and 
the  members  are  really  making  good  use  of  this  new  athletic  addition. 

The  Branch  is  happy  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Harlen  Doller 
who  were  married  recently  in  Krugersdorp,  and  we  wish  them  all  of  the 
best  in  the  future.  Brother  and  Sister  Robb  were  in  hospital  during  the 
month,  but  are  now  up  and  about  again. 
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MOWBRAY 


Welcome    Members    Home 


Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


CUMORAHS  "Stork  Derby"  was 
won  by  Sister  Rina  Groene- 
wald  whose  baby  boy  was  born  on 
October  5.  Close  runner-up  was 
Sister  Gloria  Fourie,  whose  new 
son,  Andrew  II  is  now  the  pride  and 
joy  of  the  family.  Congratulations 
to  both  of  these  families. 

The  M-Men  and  Gleaner  Activity 
started  October  1  and  continued 
until  October  8.  The  activities  for 
this  occasion  ended  with  the  talks 
given  in  Sacrament  Meeting  by  that 
happy  pair  of  twins,  David  and 
Desiree  Herbert. 

Relief  Society  work  meeting  on 
October  10  was  enlivened  with  a 
demonstration  on  "How  to  make 
Konfyt".  Sister  Agnes  Hubert  had 
everyone  smiling  as  she  told  of  suc- 
cesses and  failures  in  trying  to 
master  this  old  South  African  cul- 
inary art.  Tastes  of  watermelon  and 
fig  konfyt  were  appreciated  by 
everyone. 

A  hearty  welcome  home  was  ex- 
tended to  Brother  Cecil,  Sister  Jean 
and  little  Richard  Todd  who 
returned  from  their  overseas  travels 
on  October  15.  It  was  good  to  hear 
from  the  Todds  who  told  us  about 
many  of  our  former  members  who 
have  settled  in  Canada,  and  are 
doing  well  for  themselves.  We  are 
glad  that  they  enjoyed  their  trip, 
but  we  are  more  than  glad  to  have 
them  back  with  us. 

During  the  month  Brother  Bill 
and  Sister  Elaine  Barris  and  their 
family  moved  to  Hermanus.  There'll 
soon  be  enough  members  in  that 
town  to  form  a  full  branch  of  their 
own! 

The  District  MIA  held  a  "Spring 
Sing"    on    October    27.    The    stage 


was  beautifully  decorated  with  white 
trellis  work  and  spring  flowers. 
There  was  plenty  of  community 
singing  conducted  by  Brother  Gor- 
don Terblanche.  who  also  com- 
pered the  show.  Mowbray  and 
Bellville  Mutual  classes  sang  group 
songs  and  both  presented  their 
talented  solo  members. 

The  evening  of  October  30  was 
an  unusual  film  show  evening.  The 
members  of  the  "Parent  and  Child" 
class  of  the  Sunday  School  invited 
other  members  to  view  the  picture 
"Child  Psychology"  and  it  was  a 
most  informative  evening. 

Tuesday  October  31  was  one  of 
those  days  when  there  seemed  to 
be  an  extra  spurt  of  activity  in 
every  direction.  In  the  morning  the 
energetic  Relief  Society  Sisters 
gathered  to  pickle  fried  fish  and 
onions.  Brother  Alwin  Hubert  gal- 
lantly sliced  onions  until  it  was  time 
to  stop  for  lunch.  It  may  not  sound 
exciting  but  it  was  good  fun  and 
a  fine  way  of  getting  together. 

That  evening  Mutual  staged  a 
gigantic  Halloween  Party.  This  was 
organised  by  the  Dance  Committee 
who  really  went  to  town  on  this 
occasion.  Ghost  stories  were  told 
with  errie  effects  —  this  was 
intended  to  chill  the  blood  of  the 
intrepid  explorers.  Well  they  did 
explore  the  "Dungeons  of  Cum- 
orah."  Judging  from  the  shrieks 
and  the  wierd  sounds  that  ghost 
tunnel  certainly  had  a  splendid 
haunt !  Just  to  get  the  blood  warmed 
up  again  the  evening  ended  with 
a  sack-race  and  a  treasure  hunt.  We 
don't  think  that  anyone  unearthed 
the  buried  treasure  of  Old  Billy 
Bones,  the  Pirate. 
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BELLVILLE 

Participates    in    Spring    Sing 

Reported  by  Joyce  Jakins 

OCTOBER  has  been  a  busy  month  for  Bellville.  On  October  10  the 
MIA  went  on  an  outing  to  Bloubergstrand.  The  weather  was  lovely 
and  everybody  had  a  very  enjoyable  time. 

The  District  Spring  Sing  took  place  at  Mowbray  on  Friday  October 
27  and  items  from  both  Bellville  and  Mowbray  Branches  were  highly 
entertaining.  All  who  took  part  in  the  Spring  Sing,  as  well  as  those  who 
watched,  voted  it  an  enjoyable  evening. 

The  Halloween  Party  held  on  Monday  October  30  again  saw  the 
MIA  in  action.  Surrounded  by  witches,  black  cats,  and  bats,  the  MIA 
members  had  fun-filled  evenings  of  games  and  dancing. 

PIETERMARITZBURG 


Host    District    Officials 

Reported   By  Connie  de  Bruin 

THE  highlight  of  the  month  was  Sister  Jeanette  de  Bruin  was  stung 
the  "Halloween  Dance"  given  by  a  bee  and  as  a  result  spent  five 
by  MIA.  Brother  Dereck  Holmes  days  in  hospital.  She'll  be  giving 
and  his  band  provided  some  very  bees  a  wide  berth  from  now  on! 
tuneful  music  that  was  enjoyed  by  Congratulations  to  Brother  and 
all  who  attended.  The  theme  was  Sister  Tony  Larrson  on  the  birth 
carried  out  in  decorations  of  black  Qf  their  new  daughter,  Kim.  She  is 
and  orange,  black  witches  on  the  first  baby  born  under  the  coven- 
broomsticks,  bats  and  spiders.  Seve-  ant  in  the  Maritzburg  branch, 
ral  huge  orange  pumpkins  decorated 

the  hall.  Brother  and  Sister  R.  Caine  had 

Branch  Conference  was  held  dur-  a    stroke    of    bad    luck.    Their    van 

ing    the    month    and    everyone    en-  was  stolen  but  fortunately  when   it 

joyed  the  lovely  talks  given  by  the  was    found    later    in    the    week    in 

District     Presidency.     Also     present  Maritzburg,  it  was  not  damaged, 

were  members  of  the  Third  Elders  The  branch  is  a   hive  of  activity 

Quorum    Presidency.    It   was    lovely  in    preparation    for    the    Christmas 

to  see  the  Chapel  so  full.  Season. 

RAMAH  I 

Holds    Concert 

Reported  by  Pat  Bradley 

Ij^VERYONE  was  involved  in  some  way  preparing  for  the  Sunday  School 
-^  concert.  What  an  abundance  of  talent  the  Branch  has,  and  this  was 
proven  by  the  high  standard  of  entertainment  enjoyed  by  the  saints  and 
their  friends.  Much  appreciated  were  the  efforts  of  all  those  who  partici- 
pated to  make  the  evening  an  outstanding  success. 

We  congratulate  Sister  Patricia  Robinson  and  Brother  Jackie  de  Wet 
on  their  temple  marriage  and  rejoice  with  them  in  this  wonderful  achieve- 
ment. Congratulations  to  Sister  Barinda  Fourie  and  Brother  John  Spiers 
on  their  engagement. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


ELDER    JOHN 
MASSEY, 
Ogden,   Utah 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER   STEPHEN 
L.   CALL, 

Bancroft,   Idaho. 


ELDER   JOHN   E.    MASSEY,   from   Ogden.    Utah.    Appointed    District   Leader  of  the    Mission 
Home    on    November    21,    1967.    Elder    Massey    has    laboured    in    Pretoria.    Cape    Town, 

Bloemfontein,  and  in  the  Mission  Home  as  Mission  Secretary. 
ELDER    STEPHEN    L.   CALL,   appointed    Mission    Recorder    November    10.    1967.    Elder   Call 

has  laboured  in  Alberton.  Durban,  Vanderbijl  Park.  Vereeniging,  Mission  Home.  Salisbury. 


RELEASES 


ELDER    WAYNE   EARL   OWENS   from    Boise.    Idaho  was   released   on   November   26,    1967. 
He    served    in    Strand.    Cape.    Bloemfontein,    Springs,    Johannesburg.    Vereeniging. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER  KENNETH  L.  ORTH,  transferred  from  Germiston  to  Northern  Suburbs,  Johannes- 
burg, on  November  20,   1967. 

ELDER  DONALD  S.  GARDINER,  transferred  from  Germiston  to  Brakpan  November  20, 
1967. 

ELDER  IVAN  D.  JOHNSON,  transferred  from  Northern  Suburbs.  Johannebsurg.  to  Brakpan 
on  November  20.   1967. 

ELDER  DENNIS  M.  STUTZNEGGER,  transferred  from  the  Mission  Home  to  Vereeniging 
on  November  22.   1967. 

ELDER  JAMES  G.  PLATT,  transferred  from  Kitwe,  Zambia  to  Port  Elizabeth  on  November 
21,    1967. 

ELDER  LAWRENCE  J.  MACKEY,  transferred  from  Kitwe.  Zambia  to  the  Mission  Home 
on  November  21,   1967. 

ELDER  BERNARD  R.  EASTERBROOK.  transferred  from  Salisbury,  Rhodesia  to  Bloem- 
fontein on  November  27,  1967. 

ELDER  ROBERT  S.  JAGGI,  transferred  from  Bellville  to  Vereeniging  on  November  30. 
1967. 

ELDER   MICHAEL  J.   TATE,  transferred   from  Salisbury  to  Bulawayo  on  November  25.   1967. 

ELDER  DAVID  S.  STEWART,  transferred  from  Bulawayo  to  Salisbury  on  November  24. 
1967. 

ELDER  DAVID  B.  BLY,  transferred  from  Bulawavo.  Rhodesia  to  Kimberley  on  November 
27,    1967. 

ELDER  GARY   S.   SMITH,  transferred   from   Bulawayo  to  Salisbury  on  November  25.    1967. 

ELDER  THOMAS  M.  LEWIS,  transferred  from  Port  Elizabeth  to  Johannesburg  on  Novem- 
ber 23.   1967. 

ELDER  WliFORD  W.  CROCKETT  5th,  transferred  from  Vereeniging  to  Johannesburg  on 
November  29,   1967. 

ELDER  RULON  D.  THOMSON,  transferred  from  Benoni  to  Bellville  on  November  30. 
1967. 

ELDER  DAVID  F.  ISHOY,  transferred  from  Bloemfontein  to  Germiston  on  November  29. 
1967. 

ELDER  ROBERT  R.  NIELSON,  transferred  from  Kimberley  to  Benoni  on  November  30. 
1967. 

ELDER  BRADLEY  M.  CLAWSON,  transferred  from  Cape  Town  to  Germiston  on  Novem- 
ber 23.   1967. 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


BLESSINGS 


BULAWAYO 

U  ititi  H.    Walter    Taylor    blessed    June    11, 
1967. 

ROY,   Robert  John   blessed  June  4,    1967. 
MIDLANDS 

WATSON,  Bryan  Gary  blessed  July  2,   1967. 
MOWBRAY 

CARTWRIGHT,    Art    Leonard    blessed   Sep- 
tember 27.   1967. 

FOURIE,  Andrew  Francis  blessed  November 
12,    1967. 


GROENEWALD,    Adriaan    De    Beer    blessed 
November  12,   1967. 

RAMAH  I 
DE    WET,    Marcclcine    blessed    November   5, 

1967. 
MILLER,    Wayne    blessed    July    2,    1967. 

SPRINGS 
HUGO,   Charlene    Christl    blessed    November 

5,    1967. 
KEUNING,     Robin     blessed     November     5. 
1967. 


BAPTISMS 


BULAWAYO 
CURLING,    Mary   Anne   baptized    September 

23,    1967. 
PALMER-JONES,     Stanley     Edgar     baptized 

September  23,  1967. 
SCARFF,    Iain    John    baptized    September    3, 

1967. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 
EVERTON,    Alec    Dennis    baptized    October 

21,    1967. 


HARRISON-SAGAR,     Francis     Phyllis     Vivi 
baptized    October    21,    1967. 

RAMAH  I 
SMURTHWAITE,    Thomas   Edward   baptized 
November  4,   1967. 

SPRINGS 
TALJAARD,    Jo    Anne    Una    baptized    Sep- 
tember 22,   1967. 


ORDINATIONS 


BULAWAYO 

ROY,     Robert     Denis     Charles     ordained     a 
Priest  September  3,  1967. 

MOWBRAY 

MACFARLANE,  Neville  ordained  a  Teacher 

October   29,    1967. 
THEYS,    Michael    Henri    Beresford,    ordained 

a  Deacon  July  16,  1967. 


RAMAH  I 
BARBER,       Gary      Hamilton       ordained      a 

Teacher  November  5.   1967. 
TAYLOR,    Wallace    John    ordained    a    Priest 

November  5,   1967. 
BOTHA,    Colin    Graham    ordained    a    Priest 

November  19,   1967. 
NIELD,   Reginald  Joseph  ordained  a  Deacon 

November  19,   1967. 
VALLERY,     Melville     ordained     a     Deacon 

November  19,   1967. 


MARRIAGES 


KRUGERSDORP 
COETZEE,   Carroline   Heddy  married  Harlan 
Burns     Grant     DOLLER     on     October     7, 
1967. 

RAMAH  I 
ROBINSON,     Patricia     Ann     married     Gert 
Jacobus    Benjamin    DE    WET    on    October 
21,    1967. 

SPRINGS 
SMIT,  Beaulah  Erzona  married  John  Frederic 
STEMMET  on  October  6,   1967. 


DEATHS 


SALISBURY 
NIELSON,     Anna     Catherina     Susara     died 
November    12,    1967. 
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